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ABSTRACT 

 
The right to life and body is a fundamental human right that the state has duty to 

support by providing factors and environment for its members to ensure that they will have 
opportunity to develop their health, character and wellbeing in dignity. At the same time, the state 
should have measures to protect such right, prosecute wrongdoers according to the process of 
judgment, and compensate victims who have been offended. In todayjs global society, abduction 
issue and corrective measures are being recognized as seen in the International Convention for the 
Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance. Thailand recently signed in becoming               
a party of such convention, which represented the recognition on abduction issue that has been 
taking place in Thailand over a long period of time. One thing that Thailand should improve               
in order to participate as party to the convention is to amend the laws relating to abduction issue.        

In fact, an issue on the violation of right to life and body of suspects involving in drug 
cases was found in the country as a result of the governmentjs war on drug policy or problem 
solving process on the unrest situation in the three southern border provinces of Thailand where            
a number of people have been abducted or murdered, and no agency was able to prosecute the 
wrongdoers.   

Furthermore, it was also found that community leaders, environmentalists and human 
right activists had been murdered. In the case of the disappearance of human right lawyer, 
Somchai Neelapaijit, the case was brought into the process of judgment but it did not mean that 
remedy will be given or wrongdoer will be punished reasonably. This case had been widely 
discussed among several parties including international human right agencies with regard to the 
weakness of Thailandjs process of judgment because several government officers/administrative 
agencies that lacked professional ethics, and discriminated against race, economic and social 
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status and nationality were involved in the abduction. More importantly, part of the process of 
judgment still remained under political influence and interference that adhered to the compliance 
with politiciansj policies without taking legitimacy into consideration. This resulted in the lack of 
efficiency in Thailandjs system of checks and balances and consequently, the process of 
judgment.  
 

 
 


