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divert the case of child and juvenile offences don’t reach the
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ABSTRACT

Title: Restorative Justice with family and community groups conferencing to
divert The case of child and juvenile offences don’t reach the
Juvenile and Family Courts.

Researcher: Mrs, Achariya Chutinun Institution: Dhurakitjpundit University
Year of Publication: 2008 Publisher: Dhurakitjpundit University
Sources: Dhurakijpundit University — No. of pages: 295 pages

Abstract

In as much as the restorative justice with family and community groups conferencing
theory and programs have emerged over the past two decades as an increasingly influential
worla-wide alternative to criminal justice practice, Thailand has adopted these principles in
accordance with Section 63 under the Act for the establishment of and procedure for juvenile
and family court B.E. 2534 as alternative problem-solving approaches. Straghtforwardingly,
the primary accepted approach of the restorative justice i.e., family and community groups
conference, is adopted and applied with the belief to achieve the primary objectives namely,
first, encouraging a flipside problem-solving approach to crime committed by the juvenile
and youth and, second, avoiding escalation of legal justice as well as diverting offences being
not taken sufficiently seriously from the full process of judicial action.

In consequent, the restorative justice shifts onward from a pure concern with juvenile
criminal justice to @ more comprehensive approach which seeks to address child and youth
care in a comprehensive manner.

As realized in the significance of this comprehensive approach, this research “the
restorative justice process by means of family group conference as form of diversion from
Juvenile Court prosecution” has been carefully studied. The primary purposes are studying



how this program impacts various aftermaths by examining the practice, its effects over all
participants and the effectiveness of the restorative justice by means of family and
community groups conference applying in conjunction with the provision mentioned above.

Eventually, after examining the substantial outcomes obtaining from carefully designed
questionnaires which being launched, in accordance with studying information examined by
other countries, findings show that restorative justice by means of family group conference
produces substantial and statistically significant benefits for all participants. Besides, the
conferencing can initiate an alternative problem-solving approach to crime committed by the
juvenile and youth as well as divert the offenses from the full process of judicial action.

Whereas obviously shown by the research program’s finding, the researcher will
mention and encourage implementation of policies that Support restorative justice.
Underpinning this point, Section 63 under the Act for the establishment of and procedure for
juvenile and family court B.E. 2534 should be conscientiously implemented with
consideration of two significant doctrings. First, the principle and procedure conceming the
restorative justice process by means of family and community groups conference should be
apparently defined. Second, despite the negative emphasis on punishment i.e., rate of
penalty, the condition in conducting the family and community groups conference should
only consicler the age of offenders which is subjected to their personal responsibility.

In addition, on condition that this practical practice can be successfully applied in
accompanying with the whole stage of juvenile and youth criminal justice process, the
interest of the offenders would be maintained in term of the diversion from youth criminal
justice process.  Supporting this point, the restorative justice by this mean allows the
rehabilitation and the integration of the offenders. In another word, through receiving
appropriate reparation, the harm done to the victim can be redressed; by making good the
damage caused, the offender can be reconciled with the victim and reintegrated back into
his/her social and familial networks; and through such reconciliation and reintegration,
community harmony can be restored. In conclusion, the restorative justice in this way first,
strengthens and heals the community, second, promotes changes that will prevent re-
offending by reintegrating the offenders into the community and the last, avoids escalation of
legal justice.
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